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"Cataumet Schoolhouse", o/c, 24" x 36" by Doug Rugh, www.DougRugh.com
FROM ENCHANTMENT TO PRESERVATION
As Ben Joyce retires as President of the
Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group – for the
second time – this seems like the moment to reflect
on his role in achieving where we are today in the
successful preservation and reintegration into the
community of the Cataumet Schoolhouse. Low key
and thoughtful as a person, he is not one who talks
readily about himself, or about the hurdles and small
victories along the way. So perhaps it is the
secretary’s job to pick up a sharp pencil and to probe
and ask embarrassing questions, and to recount some
of the facts and circumstances behind this quiet
endeavor. It is also very much a Cataumet story, as
Ben’s family has strong roots in the village.
“I recall the controversy that started in
1999,” he says. “In January, news broke in the Bourne
Courier of a plan to ‘move the Cataumet schoolhouse
in order to preserve it.’” Ben recalls reacting strongly
when his mother, who reads the local papers,
remarked, “Ben, there’s a plan for the schoolhouse;
they want to move it.” Says Ben: “On hearing this I
thought, I’ve always lived here, and as children we
played baseball on Denmarks’ field (now the
Arriagnos’ property) behind the schoolhouse. We
would cut through Parkers’ (the Sullivan home) to play
tennis, too. The schoolhouse was a part of my
childhood landscape. My friend Ricky Fuller’s mother
had attended the school, and even though it was
boarded up we were enchanted with the building and
the idea that all the children had walked to this school
from the surrounding village. Moving this familiar
landmark just didn’t seem right.”
His first phone call was to John York, who
with his parents Lauri and Dick York, shared Ben’s
concern; Nancy Eldridge and Jane Dalton were also
alert to the situation at this early stage. As they all

saw it, the schoolhouse was part of the identity of the
village and belonged in its original location. Galvanized,
they decided to take action and to try to save and
restore it. Ben’s approach was first to poll the village,
and he proceeded to go door to door, asking those who
wished to keep it to sign a petition. As it turned out,
85% of the villagers were in favor of keeping it in its
original location. He obtained over 300 signatures and
personally presented the list to selectman, Tom Barlow
at Town Hall. He also contacted the Massachusetts
Historic
Commission,
the Barnstable
County
Commission For Historic Preservation, and secretary
Patrick André at the U.S. Department of the Interior
Historic Preservation Division for advice and a log of
“norms for historic preservation.” “I quickly found out
that moving historic buildings was against the official
guidelines set forth by the U.S. Department of the
Interior,” he said. By the spring of 1999 the Cataumet
Schoolhouse Preservation Group had been formed and
articles of incorporation and bylaws were in place, with
Ben as the first president of the organization. By early
October, papers had been signed with the State, and
non-profit status acquired. “I was so focused,” says Ben
with a chuckle. “All my relatives were alarmed.”
Fundraising had already started and was in
the capable hands of Nancy Eldridge and the Yorks.
“There was a house tour in August of 1999, followed by
yard sales and craft fairs; we were totally organized,
even before the selectmen gave permission for the
restoration of the building,” remarks Ben.
The
selectmen did give permission to put up tarps to protect
the leaking roof in June of 1999. Then some neighbors
stepped in to help in a critical way. Genie and Bob Birch
rallied the services of the Department of City and
Regional Planning at the University of Pennsylvania.
The following summer the building was assessed by
…Continued on page 5.
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2012 SCHEDULE OF SUMMER EVENTS:
Tuesday, August 7, 2012
@7pm

Tuesday Talks – David Fisichella,
Author, Seven-Tenths: Love, Piracy, and
Science at Sea:
“The Anatomy of a Research Cruise:
Surviving annoying shipmates, bad food, and
Somali pirates”
Tuesday, August 14, 2012

“The Lost Language of Gravestone Symbolism in
Cape Cod’s Historic Cemeteries”
@ 2-5 PM

Antique Auto Show and Picnic
Food and drinks available for purchase, featuring
lobster rolls. Also, featuring children’s 1890’s
schoolyard games. Children’s participation
welcome! For further information call 508-5666798
Tuesday, August 21, 2012

@7pm

Tuesday Talks – Linda Coombs
Member, Aquinnah Wampanoag Tribe:
"Living in the Ancient Homeland: An View of
Traditional Wampanoag Life"
Tuesday, August 28, 2012

Several Model A Fords were on hand, and new owner
Gene Gazzara with his 1930 coupe sparked enthusiastic
discussion on maintenance and repair of these much
collected autos.

@7pm

Tuesday Talks – Richard Waterhouse,
Director of the Cahoon Museum:

Sunday August 19, 2012

ANTIQUE AUTO SHOW AND PICNIC
The 3rd Annual Old School Antique Auto Show and
Picnic finally got underway after being rained out on its
scheduled date. While the rain date also provided
drizzle throughout the event, there was a hard core
band of enthusiasts and spectators taking part in the
food, raffle and tour of the schoolhouse.

@7pm

Tuesday Talk – Joseph McGurl,
Artist:
“Landscape Painting on Location: Cape Cod and
Beyond”
2012 SCHEDULE OF FALL EVENTS:
Tuesday, September 11
@6:00pm

Annual Meeting & Pot Luck Supper
Early to mid October

Third Grade Schoolhouse Visit
rd

3 graders from the Bourne Public Schools visit
the Schoolhouse for a day.
2012 SCHEDULE OF WINTER EVENTS:
Saturday December 1, 2012 @9am-2pm

Christmas Holiday Sale
Come join us for this festive worthwhile event.
2012 VALLEY FARM THRIFT SHOP TENT
SALES:
Memorial Day May 28
@9am-2pm
Saturday, July 28
@9am-2pm
Saturday, October 13
@9am-2pm
Regular hours: Thu-Sat
@10:00am-4:00pm

William Irving’s Ford beach wagon, which he bought
new in 1934, was the hit of the show. Bill entertained
with stories of his early days of motoring throughout
New England in his beautifully kept woody.
Hopefully, good weather this year will bring out the
usual steady stream of spectators and full complement
of cars.
Looking forward to seeing you at the schoolhouse on
Sunday, August 19th!
3RD GRADE VISIT
In October, the third grades from Peebles and
Bournedale took a step back in time as members of the
Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group presented a
program to give the students the opportunity to
experience school and family life in Cataumet as it
would have been in the late 19th century. Nancy
Eldridge visited each classroom prior to the students’
field trip to the Schoolhouse. Her classroom
presentation included sharing information and collected
stories, as well as hands on artifacts to illustrate various
aspects of school and family life. Nancy spent about an
hour with each group presenting her material and
answering questions. All third graders then visited the
Schoolhouse. Once at the schoolhouse, each group was
divided and rotated between the indoor presentation
by Nancy, and the outdoor presentation by John York.
When the group was inside, they all sat at the antique
desks; observed materials used back then; and were led
to imagine what school and family life was like at the
turn of the century in our village. They were provided
with vintage wooden penholders fitted with an old style
pen nib, dipping it periodically (as it runs out of ink
about every third letter!) into an inkwell at the desk.
The inkwell had been filled with hard to find liquid ink.
Outside, John told the group about the grounds and the
building, giving them a taste of one of their favorite
activities of the day – recess. They were shown where
the outhouse and wood piles were, and taught several
games of the period. As always, the highlight of the visit
was when the children had the opportunity to ring the
schoolhouse bell! Throughout the years, this has been a
successful program for our Bourne third grade students.
Our goal is to have schools from other nearby
communities visit the schoolhouse. Our heartfelt thanks
go out to Nancy and John for their time and dedication
in keeping this program running successfully.
TUESDAY TALKS 2011
The Tuesday Talks series took place at the Schoolhouse
again in August. The theme of this year’s talks was

“Lands and Landscapes of Cape Cod,” and we were
treated to stimulating presentations by speakers on a
range of topics connected with the inspiring Cape
environment we all share.
On August 2nd, David Dimmick kicked off the series with
a fascinating talk entitled, “After Land Protection, Then
What?: A Local Dilemma.” Mr. Dimmick is a 7th
generation Cataumet landholder who has pieced
together the story of how his ancestors have lived on
the large property that is now Bay View House and its
surrounding farmland over the centuries. From the Inn
that first occupied the scenic knoll on County Road to
the present house, completed in 1876, he recounted
the perspective of these farmers and how they
managed their land and buildings. The 1810 barn was
recently restored, preserving one of the gems of old
Cape Cod’s agricultural landscape. But Mr. Dimmick is
also concerned with the present and the future.
Wildlife management has been undertaken through a
Landowner Incentive Program, woods management
through a Chapter 61 Management Plan, even fostering
of bird life through Mass. Audubon, with planting of
certain bushes and flowers; nurturing of turtle habitat,
dragonflies and Chinese chestnut trees have all been
addressed by this conscientious and conservationminded family. Development rights on a large tract of
fields and woods have been conveyed to the local land
trust, Bourne Conservation Trust, and walking trails
opened to the public. The options are out there to help
preserve what we have only if we are willing to take
preemptive action.

August 16th brought a similar issue into focus, when
George Seaver, a resident physicist, engineer and
oceanographer, and Bob Taft, an executive in the
restaurant industry whose family summers in
Megansett, presented a joint talk and slide show
entitled: “The Baxendale Legacy and a Camp at
Cataumet.” An idealistic gift of a century ago from the
Baxendale family made possible another example of
animal husbandry and land protection in founding a
summer camp, “Safe from Snares,” attended by
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2011 Antique Auto Show & Picnic
generations of Cataumet children, from 1946 to 2006.
The Animal Rescue League successfully operated the
camp on 26 acres on Megansett Road until six years
ago, when it was closed. The Baxendale will had
stipulated that the property was to be used for
educational purposes and that its focus would be
“human kindness, and the preservation of birds and
animals.” Stewardship of this attractive and valuable
piece of land is of concern now because it is unclear
what will become of the land and camp buildings. A
local group, the Friends of the Camp, was formed in
2009 to represent the concern of neighbors and former
campers regarding the Baxendale legacy, the will, and
its possible current interpretations.
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3 Grade Visit 2011

Another unique place by the sea, Penikese Island, was
the subject of the third talk, on August 23rd. David
Masch, a resident of Cataumet, spoke about “From
Squeteague to Penikese: Working at the Penikese Island
School.” Mr. Masch is a retired marine biologist with
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution who spent
30 years as a counselor at The Penikese Island School,
on a tiny, remote island in Buzzards Bay near the
southernmost of the Elizabeth Islands, Cuttyhunk. He
was a columnist for On the Water Magazine, and is the
author of a popular cookbook, Cooking The Catch. He is
also known as a contributor to NPR. With both funny
and sad anecdotes, he gave a fascinating account of the
history of the Penikese Island School, which opened as
an alternative program for juvenile delinquents after
the state shut down traditional reform schools. The
idea was to give troubled kids a new start in the near
wilderness where their daily activities would impact
their lives and they would gain new skills, both social
and practical, as well as self-confidence. The trials and
tribulations of working with troubled youths took a
tremendous emotional and sometimes physical toll on
the staff of the school. Mr. Masch’s descriptions
evoked the challenges of living out an educational
philosophy in a harsh and beautiful place.
For the final talk of the season we were treated to a
feast for the eyes as well as the mind in Hillary Osborn’s
talk and slide show, “Picturing the Landscape: An
Artist’s Perspective on Our Inspiring Local Landscape.”
Ms. Osborn posed the question,” What does the artist
see in Cape Cod’s villages, lands and seascapes that the
rest of us might miss?” She started with a historical
perspective on three artists who painted the Cape in
the 19th and early 20th century, Charles Hawthorne,
Henry Hensche, and Edward Hopper, who shared the
then-novel mode of painting out of doors rather than in
the studio. Connected to one another through their
techniques and their mentors, William Merritt Chase,
Robert Henri, and Childe Hassam, these artists loved
the saturated colors and enhanced shadows that one
finds in outdoor light, as well as the quietness and
solitude of a place than is conveyed subtly through lean
placement of features on the canvas and by raking light.
Ms. Osborn’s own Massachusetts, New York, and North
Carolina graduate training have prepared her to follow
a painting career in their tradition, but according to her
own vision. She creates a sense of the expansive space

space and openness of Cape landscapes, even in small
paintings; she imbues seemingly mundane views of
Cape villages with quiet charm and mystery. Slides and
actual artworks were used to demonstrate some of her
techniques, such as dipping and winding roads or
meandering waterways that lead the eye through a
landscape. Her work may be observed first hand at the
Osborn & Rugh Gallery in Falmouth.
The Schoolhouse board and the community are deeply
grateful to these exceptional speakers for their
willingness to relate their experiences, concerns and
areas of expertise to our enthusiastic audiences. We
hope you will come out and discover what is in store at
this summer’s Tuesday Talks series, starting August 7th.
See you there!
STANLEY & GRIMM CONCERT

In October the schoolhouse hosted Celtic duo Stanley &
Grimm with Sean Brennan and Nikki Engstrom. The duo
takes its name from the makers of Nikki’s fiddle and
bow, fiddle maker and inventor of the Stanley steam
engine and automobile, F.O. Stanley, and esteemed
bow maker Grimm. Stanley & Grimm entertain with a
celebration of traditional music through old and new
interpretations of jigs, reels, and songs played with
lively fiddle, guitar, and voice. Fiddler Nikki Engstrom
and singer/guitarist Sean Brennan created a musical
journey through a bounty of fiddle tunes and ballads of
all origins, alongside modern tunes and songs they have
composed.
Nikki’s fiddle, crafted in the 1920’s seemed to draw
warmth and excitement from the venerable walls, floor
and ceiling of the room. The fiddle, joined with Sean's
warm vocals and rhythmic guitar, captured the essence
and energy of great traditional music. The capacity
crowd was thrilled as the sound of the instruments
resonated wonderfully with the fine acoustics that the
schoolhouse provided. Sean and Nikki thoroughly
enjoyed playing for the appreciative audience and feel
that it was an instant favorite place to play.
Based in Falmouth Stanley & Grimm play throughout
New England and we were thrilled to have them
entertain. If you missed the concert, watch for their
return to the Cataumet Schoolhouse or visit
stanleyandgrimm.com for concert dates.
We hope to have more concerts in the future and are
looking for volunteers to assist during the events. If you
would like to help out, contact Craig Smith at 508-5639279
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2011 Holiday Sale
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE
This year’s Holiday Sale was held on Saturday,
December 3rd at the Cataumet Schoolhouse. Kris Fisher
and Patti Dibella co-chaired the event with help from all
of our CSPG Board members, Kim Rotunno, Laurie York,
Dave Dimmick and numerous other members of our
community.

2009 Antique Auto Show & Picnic

Patti Dibella did an excellent job recruiting vendors this
year by attending various holiday craft fairs throughout
the Cape. Because we are now selling the products on
consignment for the crafters, most are very willing to
participate even though they may have conflicts that
day. The quality of the merchandise was excellent,
which was commented on by most attendees. The
presentation with our newly purchased white draped
tablecloths was outstanding.
As always, our raffle was a huge success thanks to the
hard work of Carole Courey, and the generous
donations contributed by our business community. Jean
Davock and Megan Clarke were responsible for the
baked goods. They were sold out, so we can certainly
consider this venue to be popular one. Nancy and Kim
sold their delicious clam chowder, and many visitors
were observed returning for second and even third
cups! Mary and Tom Gelsthorpe helped with outdoor
sales, which was another popular event. One of our
new vendors sold arrangements and wreaths made
from fresh greens, which was another successful venue.
A total profit of $1682.27 was netted from this year’s
event, which will be used to help maintain the
schoolhouse and provide educational programs.
Please mark your calendars for next year’s Holiday Sale
to be held on Saturday, December 1st from 9:00 to 2:00
at the Cataumet Schoolhouse.
VALLEY FARM THRIFT SHOP & GARDEN
Nearing our three year anniversary this August, Valley
Farm Thrift Shop has a busy season ahead in continuing
to build our shared joint venture among Cataumet
Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Bourne Historical
Society and Bourne Society for Historic Preservation.
We are on the lookout for volunteers who would like to
assist in the shop directing customers to our many
bargains, sorting donations, light maintenance and
special events. It’s a great way to meet people and
make new friends.

Valley Farm Thrift Shop Tent Sale
2011 SCHOOLHOUSE FINANCE SUMMARY
The Cataumet Schoolhouse operates on a fairly limited
annual budget.
Our expenses include utilities,
maintenance, restoration projects, and publications (like
this newsletter). Maintenance expenses are offset by
hours of effort put in by many dedicated volunteers. Our
income consists of various fundraising events, the Valley
Farm Thrift Shop, our annual membership and donation
drive. The various sources of income allow us to provide a
wide range of cultural and educational events throughout
the year. We could not survive without the generous and
consistent support of those in the local and worldwide
Cataumet community. Below is a summary of our income
and expenses for 2011.

Income:
Fundraising events
Membership and Donations
Thrift Shop
Total Income
Expenses:
Utilities, Insurance
Maintenance
Publications
Programs & Events
Total Expenses

$2,666
$2,389
$1,750
$6,805
$1,101
$ 590
$ 973
$2,183
$4,847

Last Thanksgiving saw the replacement of our roof
which had been leaking and was the last large building
maintenance expense we had anticipated. With a
milder winter, revenue has tracked upward while
expenses have been lower than expected.

Sash Day

With our first of three tent sales now on the books, we
had a good turnout for the Memorial Day weekend Sail
into Summer sale held May 26. Save the dates for Valley
Farm Thrift's two remaining scheduled tent sales this
season: Saturday, July 28 (a summer sizzler); and
Saturday, October 13 (fall favorites). Borrowing the
Sheriff Department’s tent for these two, these will be a
huge tent event, 9am-2pm, rain or shine. An added plus
is the bird’s eye view from the lawn of the new Valley
Farm Community Garden.
Continued on last page…

A new period stove for the Schoolhouse

5

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Granted in recognition of extraordinary contributions

Ballentine’s Boat Shop, Inc.

Bill and Jane Jackson

Cataumet Boats, Inc.

Janet Johnson

Cataumet Fish

John and Vickie Manning

Bob and Genie Birch

Don and Allen Mears

David Garnett

Joe and Mary Sorenti

Robert Hampton

Nancy Eldridge

DONORS AND MEMBERS
We would like to thank those who became members and contributors in
2011, as well as the businesses, organizations, and individuals who gave
assistance in so many ways.

Steve & Sally Ballentine
Brenda & Grover Baxley
Genie & Bob Birch
Dorothy & Stan Carpenter
Linda Carpenter
Bob and Callie Connor
Carole and Bob Courey
Allan & Sandra Curtis
Jean C Davock
April Czaplicki & Cliff Youse
Nubar Der Hagopian
Bill & Patti Dibella
David & Frederica Dimmick
William & Gail Donkin
Miriam Dubuque
Nancy Eldridge
Sally & Donald Eldridge
Bernadette Ericson
William Eustis
Ham & Lori Ferris
Peter & Kristine Fisher
Louise & John Gattozzi
George & Kathy Gillis
Bill Grant & Kat Brennan
Lisa Kenny, Paul & Alison Lelito
Clare & Roy Heffernan
Jane & Jay Hodge
Tom & Jeanne Holland
Jay & Margo Jenkins
Chris & Donna Kent
Betsy Kiebala
Steve & Louise Kusleika
John & Lisa Langston
Bill & Noelle Locke

Matthies / Muzi Family
Philip & Nancy Mara
Win & Joyce McLane
Laura R. Murphy
Karol Musche
Erin C Healy & John T Noyes
Jonathan & Lorraine M Parker
Bob & Martie Payne
Nancy & John Pollis
Janet Percival
Lynn A Porter
Roger A Reade
Bill & Karen Reaman
Mark & Kim Rotunno
The Teagle Foundation
Grace Rowe, Hal & Tyler
DeWaltoff
The Segadelli Family
Carol & Charles Shepard
James D. Sullivan
Fern & Bob Tardiff
Rica & Bonnie Thomas
Ann Ware

Note: So many kind people
have done so much to help us,
that it is quite likely we have
inadvertently omitted one or
more names. Please know that,
even if your name fails to
appear here, it does not
diminish the gratitude we feel
for your act of kindness but let
us know of any errors.

Continued from page 1…
preservation architect, Michael Calafati, and U-Penn students
assisted him with drawing up preservation plans and doing
measured drawings; Calafati referred to the schoolhouse as “an
untouched historic gem.” “Meanwhile, like Santa’s elves, we got
to work,” recalls Ben. He along with John York, Ken Bower and
his son, Chris Cassanova, Hammel Roofing, which loaned tools
and equipment for roofing, Bob Hampton and Paul Moscaritolo
went about the hard work of restoration, volunteering countless
hours and making the necessary sacrifices to complete the
project. In 2003 the restored belfry was built by Bob Hampton,
and John York’s research enabled the replacement of the bell
with the same model as the original, donated by the Bourne
Society For Historic Preservation. Neighbor, John Clark placed
the handsome sign identifying the building at the road; it was
donated and painted by Charlie Fuller’s brother. Ben retired as
president in 2003 and was succeeded by Nancy Eldridge in 2004.
Under Nancy Eldridge’s energetic leadership the
schoolhouse continued to thrive. All types of programs and
fundraising events kept the schoolhouse humming. Ben recalls,
“Nancy was amazing when it came to bringing in the financial
support we needed and rallying the community in those years.”
Through the good will and unstinting efforts of volunteers,
board members, and neighbors the schoolhouse was furnished
with period school desks and up and running as a community
focal point with its own energy. In 2008, after Nancy stepped
down, Ben Joyce again accepted the office of president and led
the group into a development phase. The outbuilding was
completed, enabling day-long visits by school groups, seasonal
programs and events were established, and the board was
expanded to deal with widening needs and responsibilities. Ben
played a major role in founding and preparing the physical space
for the Valley Thrift Shop on County Road, in which the
Schoolhouse has a share of the proceeds – very important for
the schoolhouse’s financial health. The Antique Auto Show and
Picnic was initiated under Ben’s inspiration. “I thought the auto
show would help stress the Americana side of the schoolhouse,”
he said. “The automobile, of course, also made the one room
schoolhouse obsolete.” According to Ben, “The show expands
public awareness of the schoolhouse and brings in a more
eclectic group.” The great achievement, he claims, is to have
attracted a 1924 REO School bus, which now makes regular
appearances.
Earlier this year, Ben wrote the application for a CPA
(Community Preservation Act) grant to obtain an authentic 36”
cast iron stove for the schoolhouse, to enable winter events and
visits. The application for $7,000 was successful, and the
monumental restored antique stove (adapted to gas) arrived in
early May. It occupies the northeast corner, the location of the
original 1880’s stove, and will have the characteristic long
venting pipe running around the ceiling to the chimney. It
should be ready for use in the fall; the grant also allows for
reconditioning of the chimney. Ben remarks, “Now that we’ve
gotten started, the schoolhouse is going to be around for a long
time. I’m glad this phase is over for me. I wouldn’t want to do it
again. It’s the kind of thing you do once in your life.” Ben’s
boundless efforts and dedication have paid off, as he steps
down (again) after a total of nine years as leader of CSPG. He
can take great satisfaction in a cause well defended and guided,
although he is quick to acknowledge the outstanding
commitment of others who helped make it happen. “A lot of
people don’t know how disciplined restoration is; I’ve learned a
lot,” he says matter of factly.
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CATAUMET SCHOOLHOUSE PRESERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________
PHONE(S): ____________________EMAIL (USED FOR EVENT NOTICES ONLY): ________________________
MEMBERSHIP (TAX DEDUCTIBLE):
I would be interested in:

________$15 INDIVIDUAL

_________VOLUNTEERING

________$20 FAMILY

________$OTHER

________SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Please make checks payable and mail to: Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. ·P.O. Box 649· Cataumet, MA 02534
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _

VALLEY FARM THRIFT SHOP AND COMMUNITY GARDEN Continued from page 4
Basement blow out bargains and attic treasures galore under the big top will feature furniture, lamps, mirrors, housewares and home decor items, household
linens, gardening/lawn ornaments, books/puzzles and craft items. The ordinary to the extraordinary and everything you never knew you needed.
Donations of small furniture or tools items in particular are appreciated the week prior to the sale as well as volunteers to help out for the event.
With the launch of Valley Farm Community Garden in May, 2012 our field of dreams surrounding the thrift has now become a blooming beauty of Bourne soon
to bear a bounty of vegetables this summer. In the field are 21 plots fully subscribed with avid gardeners both experienced and new from Pocasset, Bourne
Village, Monument Beach and Cataumet, including four who are members of Aptucxet Garden Club. One plot is tended by the Friends of Bourne Food Pantry
growing a crop of fresh beans to be distributed this summer to pantry families. All of our gardeners have high hopes for a bumper first crop.
Valley Farm Thrift and Community Garden is located at 892 County Road, Pocasset, next to Cape Cod Senior Residences and Elder Services of Cape Cod and the
Islands. Call 508-563-2939 or email shopvalleyfarm@aol.com.
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